THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“This is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than liglit.— Jof 3: 19. 

„And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth 
all men every where to repent.”—ActTs 17: 30. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[Continued from page 709.] 

2:30 p. m. Thechoir and congregation sang: “God moves in a mysterious | 
way.” Prayer by Elder Angus M.Cannon. Singing by the choir: “Come, 
dearest Lord, descend and dwell.” 

ELDER HEBER J. GRANT, 

of the quorum of Apostles, was the first speaker. He was pleased to meet 
the Saints in conference. He desired that he might be inspired with the 
same spirit that had been with the previous speakers. Every Latter-day 
Saint, he thought, desired to be led in their daily walks by the Spirit of 
God. No one without such a desire was a Latter-day Saint. No Saint 
could say truthfully that he does not know what his duties are. It is easy 
to float with the stream, but difficult to go against it. So it requires 
determination to walk in the straight and narrow path. 

God requires nothing of the children of men, however difficult, but He 
will give us the power to perform it. The essential thing is, are we 
willing to do what the Lord requires of us. He illustrated this truth by 
the life of the Prophet Nephi. He did not think that a man spoke the 
truth when he said that he could not quit using coffee and tobacco. 

Many young people thought that if they could only see an angel they 
would believe and no more doubt. But the seeing of angels would not 
induce belief, as is shown by the unbelieving Lamam and Lemuel. 

“What,” asked the speaker, “does God require at our hands? He requires 
us to overcome evil, to pay our tithes and offerings, to deal honestly with 
the Lord.” Any Bishop or other officer who persists in breaking the word 
of the Lord is unworthy of holding his position; and if he does not repent 
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his resignation will be tendered to him, and he must accept it. The Lord 
will not look upon sin with the least degree of allowance, and His Spirit 
will not always strive with man. Tbat man should not take pride to 
himself who will continually fight against a small piece of tobacco, or a 
cup of tea and is overcome in the conflict. 

The speaker thought it inconsistent for people to pray for the Church to 
get out of debt and at the same time squander their money in breaking a 
commandment of God. “Weare spending a million dollars in breaking the 
commandments of the Lord, and the money is sent out of the country never 
to come back.” The Word of Wisdom was given us for our temporal 
salvation. 

He thought that the policy advocated by President Young, that we 
ought to patronize home industries was true. It is better to keep our 
money with us by using the products of our own locality. He closed by 
invoking the blessing of God on the conference. 

Miss Judith Anderson sang “Flee as a Bird to Your Mountain.” 

Elder George Teasdale, of the Council of the Apostles, addressed the 
Conference. He directed the attention of the congregation to the state- 
ments of Jesus Christ that no man could come unto Him, except the 
Father draw him, and that the way to learn the truth is to do the will of 
the Father. In the beginning of this work, in the latter days, the Lord 
stated that only those who had faith, hope and charity could abide in it. 
The dealings of God with man show that He accomplishes great things by 
small beginnings. So it had been with the work with which we are 
associated, which is deyeloping into a great and marvellous work. The 
Church has passed hrakeh many trials and difficulties. These have taught 
us that the Lord is able to deliver His people from every kind of trouble. 

The speaker dwelt for some time upon the necessity of the Saints being 
one, and in showing that a gratifying degree of unity had been attained. 
He spoke also upon the principle of tithing, which he said was a law of 
God. He urged the necessity of giving heed to the instructions of President 
Snow and his associates in the ministry, and invoked the blessing of God 
upon the people. 

Elder John Henry Smith, of the quorum of Apostles, was the next 
speaker. He spoke upon the growth and expansion of the great latter- 
day work. | 

E'der Benjamin F. Johnson, of Mesa City, Arizona, bore his testimony 
to the truth of the Gospel. The speaker said he knew that God lives, 
that Jesus Christ lives, and that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God. 

The choir sang “Light and Truth.” Prayer by Elder Jos. W. McMurrin. 


THIRD DAY. 
Sunday, Oct. 7th,10 am. The choir and congregation sang: “The time 
is far spent, there is little remaining.” Prayer by Elder Jobn Nicholson. 
The general authorities of the Church were presented to the conference 
for the votes of the assemblage. 
Lorenzo Snow, as Prophet, Seer and Revelator and President of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in all the world. 
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George Q. Cannon, as first Counselor in the first Presidency. 

Joseph F. Smith, as second counselor in the first Presidency. 

As members of the council of the Twelve Apostles: Brigham Young, 
Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, 
John W. Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill, Anthon H. Lund, Mathias F. Cowley, 
Abraham O. Woodruff, Rudger Clawson and Reed Smoot. 

The Counselors in the First Presidency and the Twelve Apostles as 
Prophets, Seers and Revelators. 

Patriarch to the Church, John Smith. 

First seven Presidents of Seventies, Seymour B. Young, Christian D. 
Fjeldsted, Brigham Henry Roberts, George Reynolds, Jonathan G. Kimball, 
Rulon S. Wells and Joseph W. McMurrin. 

William B. Preston, as the presiding Bishop, with Robert T. Burton and 
John R. Winder as his first and second counselors. 

Anthon H. Lund as Church Historian and general church recorder. 

As trustee-in-trust for the body of religious worpshipers known as the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Lorenzo Snow. 

As members of the general Chugch board of education, Lorenzo Snow, 
George Q. Cannon, Karl G. Maesér, Willard Young, Anthon H. Lund, 
James Sharp, Joseph F. Smith, John Nicholson and George H. Brimball. 

As general superintendent of Church Schools, Karl G. Maeser. 

As secretary of the general Church board of education, George Reynolds. 

As members of the board of examiners, Karl G. Maeser, George H. 
Brimhall, Joshua H. Paul, James H. Linford and John M. Mills. 

As secretary of the board of examiners, Jobn M. Mills. 

General authorities of the Relief Society: Zina D. H. Young, president; 
Jane S. Richards, first vice-president; Bathsheba W. Smith, second vice- 
president; Sarah J. Cannon, third vice-president; Emmeline B. Wells, 
secretary; M. Isabella Horne, treasurer. Directors: Roumania B. Pratt, 
Emelia D. Madsen, Lucy S. Cardon, Susan Grant, Mary Pitchforth, Harriet 
M. Brown, Elizabeth J. Stevenson, Helena E. Madsen, Aurilla Hatch, 
Hattie Brown, Martha B. Cannon, Emma Woodruff, Julia L. Smith, Emily 
S. Richards, Rebecca Standring, Ellis R. Shipp, Julia P. M. Farnsworth. 

General authorities of the Sunday Schools: George Q. Cannon, general 
superintendent; Karl G. Maeser, first assistant general superintendent; 
Horace S. Ensign, general secretary; George Reynolds, general treasurer. 
Members of the Deseret Sunday School Union Board: George Q. Cannon, 
Hugh J. Cannon, Karl G. Maeser, Andrew Kimball, George Reynolds, 
Joseph F. Smith, Thos. C. Griggs, John W. Taylor, Joseph W. Summerhays, 
L. John Nuttall, Levi W. Richards, James W. Ure, Francis M. Lyman, 
John F. Bennett, Heber J. Grant, John M. Mills, Joseph M. Tanner, William 
D. Owen, George Teasdale, Seymour B. Young, Gcorge D. Pyper, Henry 
Peterson. 

General authorities of the Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Asso- 
ciations: Lorenzo Snow, general superintendent; Joseph F. Smith, Heber 
J. Grant, B. H. Roberts, assistants; Thomas Hull, secretary and treasurer ; 
Evan Stephens, music director; Horace S. Ensign, assistant music director. 

Board of Aids—Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, Mathias F. 
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Cowley, Abraham O. Woodruff, J. Golden Kimball, Junius F. Wells, Milton 
H. Hardy, Rodney C. Badger, Geo. H. Brimhall, Edw. H. Anderson, Douglas 
M. Todd, Nephi L. Morris, Willard Done, Le Roi C. Snow, Frank Y. Taylor, 
Rudger Clawson, Rulon S. Wells, Jos. W. McMurrin, Reed Smoot, Briant 
S. Hinckley, Moses W. Taylor. 

General authorities of the Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Associa- 
tions: Elmina S. Taylor, president; Maria V. Dougall, first counselor ; 
Martha H. Tingey, second counselor; Ann M. Cannon, secretary and 
treasurer ; Joan Campbell, recording secretary. 

Board of Aids—Adella W. Eardley, Sarah Eddington, Agnes Campbell, 
Lillie T. Freeze, Minnie J. Snow, May Booth Talmage, Rose W. Bennett, 
Emma Goddard, Alice K. Smith, Elizabeth C. McCune, Ruth M. Fox, Julia. 
M. Brixen, Helen W. Woodruff, Augusta W. Grant, Mary A. Freeze, 
Susa Y. Gates. ay 

General authorities of the Primary Associations: Louisa B. Felt, presi- 
dent; Lillie T. Freeze, first counselor; Josephine B. West, second counselor ; 
May Anderson, secretary and treasurer; Olive Derbidge, assistant sec- 
retary ; Euphemia I. Burnham, recording secretary. 

Board of Aids— Aurelia S. Rogers, Lulu Greene Richards, Camilla C. 
Cobb, Cornelia H. Clayton, Belle S. Ross, S. E. Hyde, Zaidee W. Miles. 

Officers of Religion Classes— Anthon H. Lund, general superintendent ; 
Karl G. Maeser, assistant superintendent; Rudger Clawson, assistant 
superintendent. 

Leader and Director of the Tabernacle Choir—Evan Stephens, with 
Horace S. Ensign as his assistant; John J. McClellan as organist, and all 
the members of the choir. 

John Nicholson as clerk of the general conference. 

All the voting was affirmatively unanimous. 

ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG 
of the Council of the Apostles, was the first speaker. He was pleased to see 
so many at the conference. On such occasions as this the power of the 
people is manifest. No such power can be witnessed anywhere else. 

God has been kind to this people. We are not a large community; but if 
we do anything out of the ordinary, it is heralded abroad. 

“Should I serve God or Mammon?” is a question that is constantly 
recurring to him. Life is very uncertain, and we should make the most of 
it in serving God. Nothing should be permitted to stand between us and 
God. He felt it incumbent upon all Latter-day Saints to support good men 
whatever the proposition submitted to us might be. Nor was he speaking 
merely of politics. He believed in supporting honorable and moral men, 
whether they were “Mormons,” Jews, or Gentiles. The perpetuity of the 
people depends upon their honesty and morality. The voice of the people 
should be for good government which was unattainable without good men in 
oftice. He did not propose to be held responsible for the actions of the 
wicked. 

He desired to speak upon education. It is right to educate our children; 
but we should see to it that all sides of their souls are developed. He 
deplored the fact that there are so many of the products of our schools, 
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who have only a one-sided education. He preferred the man who had 
educated himself and could do anything required of him to the man who 
had been scholastically educated but could do nothing outside of his chosen 
calling. He favored education; but he believed that the mind should not 
be trained at the expense of manual skill and other things. Our children 
should have an education in the Gospel, and in those practical things 
which would be useful in the building up of Zion. 

He wished also to speak upon the subject of morality. We should know 
where our children are and what they are doing, all the time. He referred 
to some of the early officials who went away because they could not find 
the conditions which they found in the East. But this is far from being 
so now. This should be a moral people. The time will come when God 
will draw a line between the godly and the ungodly. 

He bore witness that the First Presidency and the Apostles were as 
one man. It should be so in all the quorums of the Church. Presidents 
of Stakes and Bishops of wards should see that all the organizations under 
them are cleansed. There are things in the future which will surely try 
us, and if we knew of them we would do otherwise than many of us do. 
He prayed that the Saints would awake to a sense of their duties. 

“Come unto me,” was sung by Brother Anthon Lund. 

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 

addressed the Conference. He heartily endorsed what had been said by 
all of the speakers who had preceded him, and hoped their instruction 
would find an abiding place in the memories of all who had heard them. 
In this life temporal and spiritual affairs are blended. The one cannot be 
conducted‘separately from the other in mortality. The Church is physical 
as well as spiritual. Faith and labor are needed in the direction of practical 
things. Among the results of carrying out this view we have four temples 
in this land. Two were erected previous to the Saints coming to this 
western region. One of these was finished and dedicated. The other had 
progressed well toward completion when the Prophet Joseph Smith was 
murdered. It was finished under adverse circumstances. In these two 
sacred buildings the ordinances and blessings of the Gospel were adminis- 
tered as they were taught by the Prophet Joseph Smith. Those ordinances 
and blessings as administered now in the existing Temples are the same 
as those that were given in the first Temples. They came through the 
Prophet, and there had been no change in them, so far as the speaker 
knew, notwithstanding that some thought otherwise. Should we get 
something new, however, through the proper channel, we would be willing 
to receive it. 

The law of tithing is not new. It was given through the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, but the people had neglected to obey it. It is a credit to President 
Snow that they had listened to his counsel on the subject, and to the 
Saints that they had reformed in relation to it. It is the law of the Lord 
to furnish revenue for His Church, and it equalizes the burden upon the 
people perfectly. 

Remarks have been made about the necessity of our being united. 
Except we are one we are not Christ's. We are not all one. How is it if 
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President Snow asks a man to do something, and he says, “No, that will 
interfere with my manhood,” and turns on his heel? I do not refer to 
ordinary people, but higher up. 

The speaker read from a revelation in the Book of Doctrine and Coven- 
ants. It commends the upholding of the constitutional laws of the land, 
and enjoins the selection of men who are good, honest and wise, to fill 
positions of responsibility under the law, asserting that “whatsoever is 
less than this cometh of evil.“ He said in all these things we must do what 
God requires. Otherwise we could not be in harmony with the Gospel. 

The concluding portion of President Smith’s address was on the subject 
of sustaining home industries. In this connection he stated that nearly 
85 per cent. of the products of the Provo woollen mills were disposed of to 
outside markets, where they were highly esteemed for their superior quality. 
This was not creditable to home consumers. He also made mention of the 
Ogden and Logan factories in the same connection. 

As the dew from heaven descending,” was sung by Sister Luella Ferrin 
and the choir. Benediction by Bishop William B. Preston. 

[TO BE CONTINUED]. 


PORK AS SEEN IN HISTORY. 


THE hog of to-day constitutes no less than 370 different articles of com- 
merse, and next to cotton and wheat furnishes the largest values in exports 
from the United States. Its name has become an epithet. Its application 
to man means greed and brutishness. It is commonly supposed to be a 
— like the puddle duck. It takes mud baths. So do men. There 
is much virtue in mud. The hog baths in pools of it to coat his skin 
against the attacks of insects; man dips his festered hide in it to improve 
his circulation and draw out his gout and rheumatism. The hog is pachy- 
dermatous; so is man—notwithstanding Cuvier's classification. 1 have 
seen men, know men to-day, with skins thicker than the hide of the 
rhinoceros. The hog is omnivorous—sois man. The hog is carnivorous 
by choice—so is man. The hog is herbivorous, granivorous, gramnivorous 
and phytivorous by education—so is man. 

These reflections are induced by the indignities offered a useful animal. 
The hog was the cleanest of beasts until man built a sty and imprisoned 
him in filth, fattened him on filth, killed him in filth and ate bim in filth. 
No animal, wild or domestic, is so clean about its bed as the hog. It wants 
pure, sweet, fresh straw every time. The hog has brains. It has been 
known to excel the pointer in scenting quail. An authentic instance is 
mentioned by Bingley in “Memoirs of British Quadrupeds” of a keen 
scented sow that would stand at birds which the dogs had missed. Who- 
ever heard of an educated ox or sheep? Yet we have had on our stage 
educated hogs that could spell and play cards, count and tell the time. 
Hogs make docile pets. Many a poor family bas its pet pig sleeping on 
the pallet beside the children, privileged to the best in the house. 

The hog caused the biggest mutiny ever known in the history of the 
world, and was responsible for men being blown from the muzzles of 
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cannon. When Great Britain shipped cartridges to India for the native 
troops she reckoned without her host, for the ammunition was greased 
with lard, which so offended the religious scruples of the sepoys that they 
arose as one man in rebellion. The American hog nearly caused war 
between Germany and the United States, and only the diplomacy of 
Whitelaw Reid obtained for the animal admission into France. 

Moses and Mahommed were opposed to the hog because, while it divides 
the hoof and is cloven-footed, yet it chews not the cud. The camel is not 
eaten for opposite reasons—it chews the cud, but is not cloven-footed. 
The hare is also unclean, because while it chews the cud it divides not the 
hoof. All civilized nations have passed and repassed laws governing what 
a man shall eat and how much it shall cost him, but the only sumptuary 
measure that ever stood the test of time is the law of Moses concerning the 
hog. It has been on the statute book for 3,300 years.—New York Press. 


THe Roman CHURCH N America.—The history of Roman Catholicism 
in the western world began the day when the keel of the Santa Maria of 
Columbus grated on the beach of San Salvador. As the admiral stepped 
ashore he intoned the Gloria in Excelsis Deo. His little party were all 
Catholics; had held Catholic services every day they were on the trackless 
deep; had been present at the mass and received communion the day they 
started; bad been gathered together under Catholic auspices, through the 
assistance of a Catholic monk, by means of the pledged jewels of a Catholic 
sovereign, and through the impelling motive of gaining new souls to 
Christ in the Catholic church. A monk, a mariner and a mother—these 
three, symbolic of Faith, Hope and Charity—wrested the unknown land 
from the bosom of the ocean and opened a new continent where the highest 
providential designs of God were to be wrought out. The art of printing 
had been discovered fifty years before, and many other of the great in- 
struments which produced our modern civilization had come into vogue. 
Martin Luther when then but a little German lad learned the catechism 
he was later on to repudiate. When Columbus returned to Europe he 
brought with him six of the natives. These dusky savages, when they 
were baptized into the church, Queen Isabella standing as their godmother. 
These were the first native American Catholics. These six Catholics of 
1498 have become the 10,000,000 of 1898.—From The Religious Denomina- 
tions of America, in Frank Leslie’s Popular Monthly. 


Tue Last Survivor.—A statistician, Dr. Farr, we believe it was, recently 
stated that if one could watch the march of 1,000,000 people through life, 
the following would be observable: Nearly 150,000 would die the first 
year, 53,000 the second year, 28,000 the third year, and less than 4,000 in 
the thirteenth. At the end of forty-five years 500,000 have died. At the 
end of sixty years 370,000 would be still living; at the end of eighty years 
97,000; at eighty-five, 31,000; and at ninety-five years there would be 223; 
at the ead of 108 years there would be one survivor. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1900. 


“THE WORD MADE FLESH.” 


THE crowning embodiment of “the word of the Lord” was certainly 
manifested in the person and teachings of Jesus Christ. He, far beyond 
all others, was the representative, the exponent of the Divine mind. His 
mission was expressly to reveal and speak this Word, hence He said, “The 
words that I speak unto you they are spirit, and they are life.” There was 
no uncertain sound about His words, nor anything original, for said He, 
“The word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me”; 
specific, authoritative and unalterable, for “In the beginning was the 
word, and the word was with God, and the word was God.” Its revealment 
and expression was equivalent to the personal presence and expression of 
the Divine Father. He could not have added anything to its force or 
validity if He had come in propria persona, nor made it less or more than 
“a savour of life unto life, or of death unto death.” 

This unmistakable ambassador and representative had been in the 
councils of heaven, “He was in the beginning with God,” and “He was 
God,” for it had “pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell” ; 
and again, “In Him (Christ) dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily,” so that supreme importance was attached to the reception of that 
”"word” and its bearer by His generation, and nothing can be more clear 
and explicit than that significant comment, “If any man heareth these 
sayings of mine and doet them, I will liken him unto a wise man which 
builded his house upon a rock, and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat upon that house; and it fell not, for 
it was founded upon a rock.” 

The word being divine and eternal, its acceptance produced its like, the 
obedient man was assured of eternal life. Now this valid, authoritative 
word crystallized into what was called the Gospel—the Gospel of God 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, a consecutive and complete series of truths and 
things appointed for man’s deliverance from self and sin unto salvation; 
but the Christ—the word—could not remain on the earth indefinitely, He 
became “numbered with the transgressors,” and His grave was made 
“with the wicked and the rich in His death”; but His successors were, 
after the training He gave them, empowered with a measure of divine 
authority. He testified to this when He said, “As my Father sent me, 
even so send I you”; again, He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he 
that receiveth me receiveth Him that sent me,” so there was a transmission 
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of authority. As Jesus had been delegated, as He was the anointed Savior, 
so they also were delegated, and their word became officially “the word 
of God” unto the people, that is, so far as they were educated and inspired 
to give it. 

The Apostles had “the word of God,” that by which the world should be 
judged at the last day. To be sure this was in a subordinate sense, all the 
power, all the mission He had, was not upon them, but they had authority 
and endowment which qualified them for their appointed work. We read 
that “Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness.” We are also told that “God giveth not the Spirit by measure 
unto Him,” nevertheless, others had been and some were afterwards filled 
with the same Holy Ghost as He, Of the earlier ones were Elizabeth, 
Zacharias and John the Baptist, of the later ones Stephen, Peter, Paul, 
Barnabas, and previously all the disciples who were in the upper room of 
famed Jerusalem, preparatory to the Day of Pentecost. And yet while 
there was no doubt a difference in capacity, there was yet all the possi- 
bilities of increase, for Paul, writing to the Ephesians expressed the hope 
that they might “be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadtb, 
and length, and depth, and height; and know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge, that they might be filled with all the fulness of God,” 
and the holy ministry of Apostles and Prophets as toilers in the Church of 
God, was to bring its members “to the unity of the faith, and to the stature 
of the fulness of Christ.” 

This possibility exhibits richly the power and glory of the Gospel. It 
is the indubitable seal of the ministry, and the only justification for those 
startling, yet often misunderstood or perverted words of our great Leader, 
who, speaking to Peter, said, “I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven,” 
or as John hath it when Jesus, after His resurrection, appeared in the midst 
of His disciples, He said again, “As my Father hath sent me, even so I send 
vou. . Whosoever sins ye remit they are remitted unto them, and 
whosoever sins ye retain they are retained.” 

In a sense it may be said again, “The word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us,” and it is no robbery” for men to sense this responsibility, this 
supreme appointment, this divine calling, for when a man knows that he 
“has the burthen of the word of the Lord,” he is justified in representing 
himself as a servant of God, a minister of Jesus Christ; and he can with 
boldness say as Paul did, “now then we are ambassadors for Christ,” and 
it is “as though God did beseech you by us, be ye reconciled to God.” 
There is surely a portion of the Godhead officially in His representative, 
thus to Moses it was said, “See, I have made thee a God to Pharoah”; and 
of Moses He said again, “Thou shalt be to Aaron instead of God,” as if He 
had said, “Thou shalt have My word, and to him, as to Pharoah, it shall 
be law.” This is all in harmony with that incident in the life of Christ 
where the Jews tauntingly asked Him, “How long dost thou make us to 
doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly!” “Then they took up stones 
again to stone Him,” saying, “For a good work we stone thee not; but for 
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blasphemy; and because that thou being a man makest thyself God. 
Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 
If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God ame. Say ye 
of Him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou 
hlasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?” The inference ie, 
that “to have the word of the Lord” is a guarantee of authority, that such 
authority is alone recognized of the leader, that they stand in the place of 
God by proxy and by appointment, and the truth which they bring as 
ministers of the Gospel is “the power of life unto life, or of death unto 
death,” to all who may be included in that message. 

As representatives of the Truth of God—the Gospel of Jesus Christ— 
these do not “shun to declare the whole counsel of God, whether men will 
hear or whether men will forbear.” There can be no equivocation in this 
calling. Human ideas of propriety cannot modify their message, it is 
unequivocal, absolute and incontrovertible. Often a trial, often subject to 
criticism and subjecting the bearer thereof to persecution, or mayhap 
death, he hears that warning which was rung adown the fleeing centuries, 
“He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully, for what is the 
chaff to the wheat, saith the Lord.” No subterfuge, no dodging, no toning 
down or modification of his “Thus saith the Lord,” he feels as Paul did, 
“Woe unto me if I preach not the Gospel!” No false charity evades the 
given truth, no fear of man restrains the trumpet message, no suspicion of 
compromise invades the solemnity of his thought, no dream of human 
favor or of dire results in life disturbs his equanimity of spirit, or calls in 
question his sublime faith. He is true to his trust, and feeling his own 
incompetence he knows that “the treasure has been placed in earthly 
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of man!” 

His pattern is the human, if glorified Christ, his mission, in great part, 
is the same ; his Priesthood is after the order of Melchisedek, and its 
triumph i is the power of an endless life. Surely “the word” once was and 
now is “made flesb,” it dwells among us, and that Word of the Lord is 
steadfast, “it endureth for ever and for ever!” | 1 


CoNGRATULATIONS.—The hearty congratulations of all at “42” are gladly 
tendered to our warm friend of Ramsden and Co., Mr. John O. Roberts, 
on the arrival of a fine daughter to himself and his estimable wife. We 
had the pleasure of congratulating the happy couple on the occasion of 
their marriage, in the Stak of July 29, 1899, and it is now our pleasure to 
hope the new arrival may have all the good qualities of the father, and 
the winning ways and accomplishments of the now proud mother. 


CrerKks of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of | 
their services for publication as soon as possible after the close thereof. 


ARRIVALS.—The following named Missionaries and visitors arrived from 
Zion on the s.s. Belgenland, November 9th inst. For Great Britain Henry 
W. Matthews, Taylorsville, and Arthur N. Taylor, Provo. For Scan- 
dinuvia— Hans P. Christiansen, Moreland, Idaho; Hans I. Zobell and Sister 
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Dorothea P. Zobell, Lake View; Wilford M. Christensen, Goshen, Idaho; 
Peter W. Nielsen, Logan; Philemon M. Kelly, Germany. 


Visttors.—As visitors Sister Hattie Hands, from Provo, will probably 
remain some months in England; also Sister Christensen, from Goshen, 
Idaho, will visit in Scandinavia for some time. 


APpPOINTMENTS.—Elders Henry W. Matthews has been appointed to 
labor in the Bristol, and Arthur N. Taylor is appointed to labor in the 
Birmingham Conference. 


RELEASES.—The following Elders are all honorably released to return 
home on the s.s. Commonwealth, leaving Liverpool, November 29th inst.: 
President W. N. Hill and Charles R. Pearce of the Liverpool; Thos. A. 
Hunt of the Nottingham; S. W. Parkinson of the Sheffield and D. N. 
White of the London Conferences respectively. 


ConrerENce Norrck.— The Semi-annual Meetings of the Liverpool Con- 
ference will be held November 25th inst., at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m., 
in the Public Hall, Chorley, to which all are cordially invited. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


PRESIDENT JAMES L. McMURRIN gives us the following special items 
regarding the Newcastle Conference :— 


“We had an excellent conference here on November 4th. The weather 
was bad, but there was a good attendance. Meals were served in the room 
adjoining the hall. The speaking was very spirited. President Mitchell 
has labored with great zeal and energy, he has traveled 2,500 miles since 
the conference six months ago, 700 of it on foot. The brethren are all 
aglow with the Spirit. Forty-four baptisms were reported at conference. 
Sisters Booth, Frame and Penfold, with Brother Eccles, were present from 
the Scottish Conference. A grand Priesthood meeting was held on Monday, 
the Spirit filled all hearts, and many tears were shed.” 


PRESIDENT ANDREAS PETERSON, writing from Copenhagen, gives quite a 
report of his Conference, from which we extract the following interesting 
items :— 

“According to appointment our fall conferences began in this mission 
on Saturday, September 1, and closed Monday night, October 29. 

“During the two months, September and October, I have been away 
from Copenhagen most of the time, and have had the opportunity of 
making a round trip in Scandinavia once more. I visited Gothenberg, 
Christiana, Bergen, Trondhjem, Stockholm, Aalborg, Aarhus, Malmo and 
Copenhagen Conferences. In each place mentioned four public meetings 
were held, which lasted two hours each, and were very well attended, not 
a single disturbance occurring anywhere. In Christiania, and here in 
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Copenhagen more than five hundred fine people attended the meetings 
each Sunday night. | 

“On the Monday following each conference we held two Priesthood 
meetings, which continued from two to three hours each, and were enjoyed 
very much by all the Elders. Monday nights, at each place, the Sunday 
schoo] met, when each department presented a lesson, such as are taught in 
school. The lessons consisted of various subjects, as follows:—The First 
Principles of the Gospel, Prayer, the Godhead, Articles of Faith, Word of 
Wisdom and Law of Tithing, all of which were treated in a creditable 
manner. The results of teaching the children these principles are already 
bearing fruit with many. Trondbjem and Malmo Schools did not present 
any lesson, but the Sunday school work was explained by some of the 
brethren. Some have expressed themselves that if the Sunday schools did 
not meet as stated, the conference would not be complete. I found that 
the Elders, as a rule, do observe and keep the Word of Wisdom, and they 
enjoy the blessings predicated upon the observance of said law. The 
Elders and Saints are feeling well indeed, I am happy to say; especially is 
this noticeable among the Elders everywhere, hence the work is moving 
onward smoothly and nicely in the whole mission. The Elders have been 
very diligent in their labore, which will be seen from the following statis- 
tics, showing what has been done since our spring conferences :—Tracts 
distributed, 119,933; books distributed, 3,302; strangers’ houses visited, 
94,678; gospel conversations, 24,822; meetings held, 3,191, and baptized 
298 souls. The average number of Elders during the summer, 150. 

“While in Sweden I embraced the opportunity of visiting my relatives 
once more, and was royally entertained by them two days, and held one 
very excellent meeting. In Norway, when sailing around the western 
coast, I stopped at the city of Egersund, and held one meeting attended 
by 174 strangers. At Christiansund I stopped two days and held two 
meetings in two different fine halls. On the voyage along the coast it was 
rather stormy at times, but every time the sea became rough I went to 
bed and fell asleep just as sweetly as an innocent child rests in its mother’s 
arms. In Stockholm I received the welcome news that the people in 
Gellivara, Lapland, who received me so kindly last summer, man and 
wife, were baptized into the Church on the 25th of August. 

“Taking all things into consideration in this mission we, as Elders, feel 
encouraged in the great work in which we are engaged. The future looks 
bright indeed in many places.” 


A few words from our daughter Katie, in Zion, seem worthy of repro- 
duction as follows: 


“I have so much good news to tell you I hardly know where to begin, 
but Conference, as usual, brought us many visitors, Ma and the children, 
May and Gill, Brother Manning and Sister Cornwall, both lately from 
England. We feasted on their answers to our enquiries, and when Brother 
Manning sat at the head of the table I almost thought it was you. Then 
we had Sister Hutchinson, late of “42,” to dinner, and we had to ask her 
about many things. We took her to Conference, then to Mrs. Jennings’s; 
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they all look and feel well, and surely it was a good conference, and from 
what I hear everyone is feeling as if the time was coming for building the 
Temple in Jackson Co. Some of the leading Elders are visiting the various 
wards to try and awaken a desire among the non-tithepayers to comply 
with that law in the future. If we look around we can see what a benefit 
it has been to us, as a people, this Jast year. 

Improvements that we have needed for years are now being made, and 
you will scarcely know the old, historic places when you come back, there 
has been so much improvement in such points as the Historian’s Office, 
the College, etc., etc. I can testify from personal experience that our 
Heavenly Father blesses the honest tithepayer, and I fully believe as our 
Bishop (Romney) told me one day, “the blessings of heaven are poured 
down upon those who comply with this requirement.” Brothers Sharp 
and Savage spoke in our ward Sabbath evening, everybody, I think, 
enjoyed their remarks. 

“The weather is simply divine. All your friends seem well, and talk 
of your return. We are all well and happy, your loving daughters pray 
for you continually that you may have health and fill a good mission. 
God bless you!” 


— — — —v— 


SCOTTISH CONFERENCE. 


Tux Semi-annual Meetings of the Scottish Conference of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints were held in Glasgow, Sunday, November 
11th inst., President H. B. Thompson presiding. 

There were present: Presidents Platte D. Lyman and James L. McMurrin 
of the European Mission; President F. A. Mitchell, Elders F. B. Williams, 
M. C. Rigby, H. B. Parrish and Sister Emily P. Parrish of the Newcastle 
Conference; Elder John O. Freckleton of the Irish Conference, and the 
Elders and Lady Missionaries of the Scottish Conference. 

10:30 a.m. Singing, “Now let us rejoice in the day of salvation.” Prayer 
by Elder M. A. Miller. Singing. Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire.” 

In a few timely remarks President Thompson welcomed all present and 
trusted that the spirit and power of God would rest upon us during our 
conference. 

The statistical report for the past five months was then read as follows: 
No. of Branches, 5. Missionaries from Zion—Seventies, 19; Lady Mission- 
aries, 3. Local Priesthood—Elders, 27; Priests, 11; Teachers, 15; Deacons, 
10; members, 275; total number of officers and members, 338; children 
under eight years of age, 103; total number of souls, 441. Baptisms—13. 
Emigrated—over eight years of age, 16; under eight years of age, 12. 
Died—3. Strangers’ houses visited—with first tract only, 21,845; by 
invitation, 355. Gospel conversations, 1,104. Tracts distributed—50,519. 
Books distributed—sold, 7; loaned, 89; given away, 45. Pamphlets dis- 
tributed—loaned 13; given away, 175. Meetings held—hall, 217; cottage, 
77; open-air, 350; Sunday school sessions, 2; Priesthood meotinns, 9. 

The general authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the Euro- 
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pean Mission were then presented and unanimously sustained ; also Elder 
Henry B. Thompson as President of the Scottish Conference, together with 
the Elders and Lady Missionaries to labor in their respective fields as 
follows: Dunfermline—George Bowman and W. M. Worthington; Edin- 
burgh—R. G. McQuarrie, A. W. Young, Jno. Young, W. S. Lockhead, David 
Frame and Mary E. Frame; Glasgow—Alex. Buchanan, Jr., M. A. Miller, 
Josephine D. Booth and E. Tsabel Penfold; Govan—R. B. Thompeon and 
R. L. Crosbie; Greénock—Thomas McMaster and W. A. Gray; Paisley— 
W. H. Gardner and David N. Low; Uddingston—William Cameron and 
J. H. Holland. 

Elder David C. Eccles, who had been released to return home, expressed 
bis pleasure at the opportunity he had had in coming out into the world 
as a messenger of truth and righteousne:s. He bore a faithful testimony 
of the Gospel. Elders W. S. Lockhead, H. B. Parrish, George G. Campbell, 
Sister Josephine D. Booth, Jno. O. Freckleton and R. S. McQuarrie each 
bore testimony of the divinity of the work, and explained some of the 
principles necessary and essential to salvation. 

Singing, “Redeemer of Israel.“ Prayer by President James L. McMurrin. 

The afternoon and evening meetings were held in the Berkeley Hall of 
the St. Andrew’s Halls. 

2p.m. Singing, “O’er the gloomy hills of darkness.” Prayer by Elder 
R. G. McQuarrie. Singing, “Softly beams the sacred dawning.” 

The first speaker was President F. A. Mitchell, who dwelt upon the 
Kingdom of God and its constituent parts. Sister E. I. Penfold spoke of 
the qualifications exacted by God and Jesus Christ, showing meekness 
and humility to be above them all. 

President Platte D. Lyman next spoke, differentiating between religion, 
commonly accepted, and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. “An ignorant 
man,” said he, “may tell the truth, but it requires training to make some- 
thing appear as truth which is not so.“ Singing, We thank Thee, O God, 
for a Prophet.” Benediction by Elder M. C. Rigby. 

6:30 p.m. Singing, “On the mountain tops appearing.” Prayer by 
Elder F. Williams. Singing, Great God attend while Zion sings.” 

President H. B. Thompson testified to the restoration of the Gospel 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith. 

He was followed by Sister Emily P. Parrish, who spoke of conditions in 
Utah, and expressed the wish that “Mormonism” was better understood 
by the people of the world generally. 

President James L. McMurrin was the next speaker. He dwelt prin- 
cipally upon what the Latter-day Saints believed to be their destiny, and 
the fact that they had a very important message to bear to the nations. 
“We know we're very unpopular,” he declared. “We know that we are 
everywhere despised and spoken against, but we are willing to go forth 
and carry on the message of salvation, and by the help of God, come pros- 
perity or adversity, we will do it.” 

Sister Josephine D. Booth bore testimony to the truth of what had been 
said, and expressed the conviction that there were some present who had 
been pricked in their hearts by the remarks that had been made. 
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Closing hymn, „O my Father, Thou that dwellest.” Benediction by 
President Platte D. Lyman. 

On Monday a Priesthood meeting was held at the Conference House, 
where the Elders and Sisters reported their labors and received valuable 

instructions from the Europran Presidency. 
On Monday evening a Social was given at 4, Carlton Place, a very in- 
teresting program being well rendered, to the delight of a good-sized 
audience. This ended one of the most successful conferences ever held in 
“Bonnie Scotland.” 

ALxX. BUCHANAN, IR., Clerk of Conference, pro tem. 


THE AMERICAN DESERT.— The desert district is horrible to look at, and 
at first blush the idea of making anything grow there seems laughable. 
For hundreds of miles the country is as flat as a pancake, without a scrap 
of vegetation, or a rock, stone, hill, butte or anything whatever to break 

the monotony of the view. The surface is covered ankle deep with gray 
- alkali dust, and if you turn around on your heel, following the horizon 
line with your eye, you get a curious impression of being at the center of 
an immense disk. It seems as if you could go to the edge and jump off 
into space, and if ever a region had death and desolation written all over 
it in big letters you will find it right there. That’s why irrigation seemed 
so preposterous when first proposed. 

About ten years ago, however, a Frenchman named Lemoine tried the 
effect of water on a piece of desert land near the Little Gila river. He 
ran a line of ditches for several miles, and the country they traverse is to- 
day one of the finest farms in the whole West. The same thing has been 
done on a limited scale at several other points on the edge of the desert, 
and now the government proposes to build a big dam on the Gila, and try 
the experiment at the worst and most desolate parts of the entire region. 
If it proves a success it will open up an enormous domain to settlers. 

Before the “Mormons” came to Utah, the Salt Lake valley was a second 
death valley—-simply an arid stretch of sand from one end to the other. 
Brigham Young designed a simple system of irrigation ditches, and turned 
the sand dunes into a magnificent garden. The people of the South-west 
are deeply interested in the problem, and are convinced that they will 
ultimately wipe the American desert off the map.— Cor. in Deseret News. 


INDIFFERENTISM IN RELIGION.—One of the greatest dangers to religion 
in our times is, beyond doubt, the indifference, now so widespread, to all 
dogmatic forms of belief. Creeds and Churches are regarded with a con- 
tempt which borders on a denial of Christianity itself. For if Christianity 
has no definite and clear-cut dogma, what are its teachings worth! And 
under what sanction shall a man restrain himself on their account? Yet, 
if we may trust the Times report, we find the Bishop of Liverpool, Dr. 
Chavasse, using the following words on the occasion of a reception in St. 
Georges’s Hall given to the members of the Evangelical Alliance: “He 
was a Churchman by birth,” his Lordship is reported to have said, by 
education, and by conviction; he loved the Church of England with a 


